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SUBJECT: ITALIAN POLITICAL CRISIS 

REF: ROME 11852 

1 . PROSPECTS FOR A PROMPT AND FAVORABLE RESOLUTION 
OF THE POLITICAL CRISIS DIMMED YESTERDAY. THE PRI AND 
PSDI ANNOUNCED, AFTER MEETINGS OF THEIR DIRECTORATES, 
THAT THEY WOULD NOT DO MORE THAN ABSTAIN IN A VOTE OF 
CONFIDENCE ON ADREOTTI'S PROPOSED GOVERNMENT. PERSONAL 
APPEALS FOR A FAVORABLE VOTE BY ZACAGNINI DID NOT 
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OF THE SOCIALIST DIRECTORATE, IN WHICH CRAXI WAS 
REPORTEDLY ATTACKED BY THE PSI LEFT AND SOME 
DE MARTINO SUPPORTERS FOR CONSIDERING ANYTHING OTHER 
THAN FIRM OPPOSITION TO THE ANDREOTTI GOVERNMENT, 

CRAXI MET WITH ZACCAGNINI AND URGED THE DC TO ASK FOR 
THE ABSTENTION OF THE PCI. THIS WAS PUT IN TERMS OF 
THE ESTABLISHED (PRE-CRAXI) PSI POLICY OF SEEKING THE 
INVOLVEMENT OF ALL PARTIES OF THE "CONSTITUTIONAL ARC" 

TO RESOLVE THE COUNTRY'S URGENT PROBLEMS. THE PCI 
REMAINS NONCOMMITTAL AND HAS ANNOUNCED THAT ITS POSI- 
TION WILL BE MADE KNOWN IN PARLIAMENT. DESPITE THESE 
DISAPPOINTMENTS, ANDREOTTI IS REPORTEDLY STILL DETER- 
MINED TO PRESENT HIS GOVERNMENT AND ITS PROGRAM TO 
PARLIAMENT AND FORCE THE OTHERS TO STAND UP AND BE 
COUNTED IN A CONFIDENCE VOTE. 

2. COMMENT: THE DC'S DILEMMA IS THAT, IF THE PSI, 

PSDI, AND PRI ALL ABSTANN, IT COULD NOT GAIN A MAJORITY 
IN THE CHAMBER WITHOUT THE ABSTENTION OR AFFIRMATIVE 
VOTES OF THE PCI OR MSI. IN THE CHAMBER THE DC PLUS 
THE SVP (3 SEATS) HAS 265 SEATS; THE EXTREME LEFT (PCI, 

PR, AND DEM PROL) PLUS THE EXTREME RIGHT HAVE 274 SEATS. 
THUS THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF AT LEAST ONE OF THE PSI, PSDI, 
OR PRI IS ESSENTIAL FOR THE FORMATION OF AN ACCEPTABLE 
GOVERNMENT BY ABSTENTION; THE ANDREOTTI GOVERN- 
MENT COULD WIN APPROVAL WITH THOSE THREE PARTIES 
ABSTAINING ONLY BY THE ABSTENTION OF AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF 
THE PCI OR MSI WHICH, SINCE THEY WOULD BE DETERMINATIVE, 
WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE. 

3. WHILE THERE IS NO PUBLIC SIGN OF IT, THERE MAY BE 

A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF GAMESMANSHIP IN THE POSITIONS 
TAKEN BY THE PSI, PSDI, AND PRI. IN ANY EVENT, IF 
ANDREOTTI PRESENTS HIS GOVERNMENT TO THE PARLIAMENT 
WITHOUT A PRECONSTITUTED MAJORITY, THE ISSUE WILL BE 
FORCED AND ANDREOTTI MAY BE COUNTING ON THE FACT THAT 
THE ONLY POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE (GIVEN DC REJECTION OF 
AN ALL PARTY GOVERNMENT) WOULD BE A GOVERNMENT OF THE 
LEFT (PCI PLUS LAY PARTIES) DOMINATED BY THE PCI. THE 
WEEKEND WILL GIVE ALL CONCERNED TIME FOR FURTHER REFLEC- 
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